Presumably stch concerns have oc-
curred to some evangelicals—other-
wise the statement would not be so
keen on articulating the doctrine. But
believers with such questions about
the atonement, or about other evan-
gelical landmarks such as infallibility
of seripture and the lost state of non-
Christians, will not find their ques-
tions addressed or acknowledged by
the document, either on biblical or
theological grounds. They will only
find the old claims reasserted.

Christians certainly need markers
of identity and summaries of basic be-
liels, such as the “Evangelical Cele-
bration” attempts to supply. But as the
document also reveals, such 2 summa-
ry of doctrinal claims can be a rather
umptv gesture if not accompanied by a
deep engagement with the real ques-
tions that are on people’s minds. And
it’s the latter kind of engagement that
makes for really good news. B

LINKING CHILDREN AND ADOPTIVE PARENTS

Globalizing adoption

by Anthony 1Y Amato

ILLIONS of unwanted chil-
dren around the world lan-
;;,ﬂi%h either in foster homes
. . “foster warchouses™—
b]s ak g,m ernment-run institutions
where they are ignored by an indiffer-
ent staff. ‘\/Lm} V\h() survive become
street children, enduring a jungle-like
existence in the major cities of devel-
()pmg nations. An estimated 40 million

children live this kind of life in Latin
Amenca alone.

Meanwhile, there are millions of

childiess people in the world who
would love to adopt a child. Why, then,
are so many children abandoned? Why

are orphaned children not maiched up
with people who want o adopt them?

International law  has moved
strongly toward saying that each child
has a right to grow up in a family. The
international lt‘g_,cl community has re-
alized that a child must be nurtured
and cared for if it is to grow up to be a
responsible member of society. As
Mercedes Rosario de Martinez, the
founder of Colombia’s Foundation for
the Adoption of Abandoned Children,
putit, “We don't give a child to a fami-
ly; we give a family to a child.”

But there is a huge gap between
declaring children’s right to have a

The Fallen
I

of the yellow jackets

we collect the fallen, the ones
that have gone soft, just starting
to draw tlght and then wrinkle.

of their sweetness.
131

Leaves, trod under foot,

claw at my pant cuff,

cause me to remember her
hand attached to the awkward

Today 1 feel her need,

her dry brittle hand pulling
from the deep soil, the decay
to be fed off of'in the ongoing
crunch of bones.

In her apple orchard, among the last

We carry them in the front of our shirts,
laboring through the grass and past the garden,
to drop them, brown in body, into the press

so that we can drink and drink again

branches of my bedy. Almost lost

among the forest of tubes and tape,

her sunken face drawn tight with the fear
of death, desiring life, greedy for existence.

i

though smiling,

v

After the funcral,
we came back and had a picnic, eating foods
out from under tinfail.

Behind the back porch, T found
my first locust shell clinging

to the bark

remained in my palm,
which I raised and touched

toun 1y tongu&

Mother said the nnport(mt thing

was that we preserve her through our lives.

But | was terrified the day I found grandma

still between the pages

of the family album, and T saw

the bodies of her children and children’s children,

move in and out of cach other
as in a mass grave.

of an old maple. Grinding
the husk between my fingers
to a crisp brown ash, a little
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family and implementing cross-coun-
try adoption. Despite the tireless work
of private adoption agencies, millions
of adoptable children and prospective
parents still are not able to come to-
gether. Economists would call such a
problem a market failure.

Some years ago Judge Richard Pos-
ner suggeste*d tha.t one way to bridge
this gap is by treating these ‘children as
commaodities. If they were put up for
sale, then people who wanted them
could simply bid for them. Posner’s
proposal was immediately denounced
by people who said it would be de-
grading to put a price on a baby. I'm
less dismissive of the idea. If the alter-
native to the market approach is to
abandon children to foster warehous-
es, then Posner’s proposal is certainly
the lesser evil.

Another criticism of the commodi-
ties idea is that putting a price on an in-
tant would cause supply to rise to meet
the demand. Impoverished women
would then become pregnant in order
to sell their babies. But it seems pater-
nalistic to me to turn down a proposal
because we think poor people will use
it to their advantage.

There is, however, at least one seri-
ous problem with Posner’s suggestion.
Commoditizing children would have
the unintended consequence of in-
creasing kidnapping and child-snatch-
ing. These things are already happen-
ing. In many developing countries, a
woman has a far more valuable assctin
her baby carriage than in her handbag.
For a payment of $20,000 (half of
which they keep for themselves),
many underground adoption agents in
the U S, , including some lawyers, will
arrange fm an American to adopt a
child from a developing country. The
person wishing to adopt is snnplv told
to pick up the child and ask no ques-
tions. Imagine the extent to which
child-snatching would escalate if chil-
dren could readily be sold to a com-
modities broker. No baby would be
safe. This objection alone must make
us reject the idea of creating a market
for children.

Is cross-cultural adoption a job best

Anthony D'Amato is Leighton Professor
of Law at Northwestern University
Law School in Evanston, linois.

carried out by governments? Unfortu-
nately, for children without families
the fact that the earth is divided into
sovereign nations is part of the prob-
lem, not the solution. For example,
when Romania had its first democratic
elections in 1990, its government al-
lowed foreigners to adopt some of the
children living in state-run institutions.
The Romanian press criticized the
government for expmtmg our pre-
u()us human capital” and for selling

“our birthright to greedy, wealthy {or-
eigners.” Thc government then halted
the adoptions and sent the children
back to filthy warchouses. The chil-
dren’s welfare was not considered. Any
government trying to case intermation-
al adoptions opens itself up to the same
attacks. Consequently, governments
suppress rather than address the prob-
lem of unwanted children.

Private initiative and charity offer
the best solution for bringing together
children and adoptive parents. The plan
I propose might cost $10 or $20 mil-
lion—a drop in the bucket for some
major charitable foundations. World

UTHERAN AND  Roman
Catholic officials anncunced
June 10 that they have come
to full agreement on the doc-
trine that “grace alone” leads to salva-
tion, thus lesolmw a dispute that was at
the heart of the Plotcstdnt Reforma-
tion of four centuries ago. The officials,
speaking in Geneva, said the agree-
ment also means that the 16th-century
anathemas, or condemmnations, the two
churches leveled at one another—
sometimes with vitriolic rhetoric—no
longer apply. This is believed to be the
first time the Roman Catholic Church
has held that Catholic doctrinal con-
demnations of a Protestant commu-
nion are now null and void.
“The understanding of the doctrine
of justification set forth in this declara-
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centers, perhaps one per continent,
could be set up where children and the
people who wanted to adopt could be
linked. The children could be taken
there by anyone interested in their wel-
fare—Ilawyers, doctors, social workers,
clergy. Since no money would be in-
volved, no one would have a financial
motive for bringing them. Airlines
could be induced to give free travel to
the children. The (,hlldx en could live at
the centers while volunteer doctors and
nurses examine them and give them
proper medications and inoculations.

People wanting to adopt would e-
mail their names to an Internet site.
After their suitability as parents was
investigated and established, their
names would go on a waiting list.
When children became available for
them. they would pay their own way to
the center to pick them up. They
would then be required to file an an-
nual report to the Internet site, detail-
ing the state of the health, education
and so forth of the adopted child.

This is a very feasible project. And
it is greatly needed, ®

Agreeing on justification

tion shows that a consensus in basic
truths of the doctrine of justification ex-
ists between Lutherans and Catholics,”
the agreement states. Cardinal Edward

Cassidy, president of the Vatican’s Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting Christian
Unity, and Ishmael Noko, general sec-
retary of the Lutheran World Federa-
tion, said the joint declaration on justifi-
cation is expected to be formally signed
October 31—cclebrated as Reforma-
tion Day in Lutheran churches in honor
of Martin Luther’s posting of his 95 the-
ses on the church door at Wittenberg,
Germany, in 1517, thus sparking the de-
bate that led to the Reformation divi-
sion. The Lutheran World Federation
includes 124 member churches in 69
countries, with some 57 million mem-
bers. Its membership includes the
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